88 US and Canadian Groups Oppose Dumping Foreign Nuclear Hazardous Waste in Utah and US
December 17, 2025
Northwest Interstate Compact for Low-Level Nuclear Waste Management

c/o Office of Radiation Protection
Washington State Department of Health
309 Bradley Boulevard, Suite 201
Richland, WA 99352

Dear Northwest Interstate Compact Commissioners,

We, the undersigned 88 organizations in the US and Canada, stand firmly opposed to EnergySolutions’
request to bring in foreign radioactive waste to the US for disposal. We ask you to reject the proposal to
import 1.3 million cubic yards of Canadian radioactive and hazardous nuclear power waste over the next
10 years per the “Example Arrangement for Possibly Accepting LLRW Waste from the Province of
Ontario, Canada for Disposal at the EnergySolutions Clive, Utah Facility”.

Concerned international, national and community-based groups, experts, advocates, researchers,
scientists, and the general public are opposed to importing foreign radioactive and hazardous nuclear
power waste to the US. We ask you to vote against the request and stand to protect our communities.

We ask that you, as the responsible representatives of the 8 compact states, fulfill your obligation to fully
review and understand the technical, legal and political consequences of and take responsibility for the
monumental, precedent-setting decision before you. This would be the very first time that
licensed-radioactive waste or radioactive hazardous waste from other countries would be permanently
disposed in the United States. It could open the flood gates for more from Canada and all over the world.

Since the Commission agenda indicates that you are considering approving this request, please assure
yourselves and the public that you are clear on all aspects and implications of such approval, and hold off
on voting until you are. This is no ordinary vote, despite the way it is being presented. We ask each
commissioner to be fully prepared before enabling this precedent-setting reversal of national policy.

Since the first Congressional authorization of interstate nuclear waste compacts in 1985, there have been
no foreign-generated wastes permanently disposed in so-called “low-level” radioactive waste disposal
facilities in this country. No compacts or states have accepted foreign waste. In fact, the Texas-Vermont
Compact is expressly prohibited from “allow(ing) the importation of low-level radioactive waste of
international origin for disposal.”

There are many questions that must be answered to make a responsible decision on this vote. Below are
questions and resources for your consideration.

'31 Tex. Admin. Code § 675.23 - Importation of Waste from a Non-Party Generator for Disposal, Section (a) (4).



First, what is the radioactive content of the waste? How much plutonium, strontium and cesium? Over a
million cubic yards is a volume of waste that does not reveal the “source term,” the amount and
concentration of each of hundreds of long-lasting radionuclides, nor the chemical or physical form. This is
even more important since the waste is mixed radioactive and hazardous. Although the Compact may not
have express authority over hazardous waste, the presence of hazardous materials can greatly affect the
characteristics of the nuclear waste—the ability to spread, ignite, interact and synergistically impact health
impacts.

“Low-level” waste is not low risk, and much of it is not low-dose. Every amount of radioactivity can
cause health damage. Significantly more females and youth get cancer than males at the same doses.”
So-called “low-level” nuclear waste, even Class A, can give significant doses and includes elements with
very long half-lives.

Congress just officially recognized the suffering of Utah residents downwind of the Nevada nuclear test
site, expanding compensation under the Radiation Exposure Compensation Act to include the entire state.
A community already burdened with the health effects of radioactive contamination does not need a new
source of radioactive contamination and exposure from foreign sources.

Here are some of many serious questions that must be answered:

Public Interest, Transparency, and Precedent

e How does importing foreign radioactive waste benefit residents of the Northwest Interstate
Compact states and the United States, and why should waste generated in other countries be
transported through U.S. communities for disposal here?

e Why was this proposal not proactively disclosed to the public, and why should the Compact
proceed without meaningfully engaging affected, concerned communities in the U.S. and
Canada?

e What precedent would approval of this request set for future acceptance of foreign radioactive
waste into the United States, including from countries other than Canada?

Waste Characterization and Radiological Inventory

e What types of radioactive waste comprise the more than 1 million cubic yards proposed for
importation, and what is the complete ‘source term,’ including full inventory of all radionuclides,
total quantities, concentrations, physical and chemical forms, and cumulative curies, expected to
be imported?

e Will full and detailed waste characterization, including long-lived radionuclides such as
plutonium, uranium, and thorium, be required and disclosed prior to Compact vote?

2 Amanda M. Nichols, Mary Olson, 'Gender and lonizing Radiation: Towards a New Research Agenda Addressing
Disproportionate Harm', United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research, Geneva, 2024.



e What are the hazardous waste components and how might they affect the characteristics of the
nuclear waste—the ability to spread, ignite, interact and synergistically impact health impacts?

Waste Origin and Generator Accountability

e Who are the waste generators and originating facilities? From what processes in the nuclear
power fuel chain will the waste originate?

e Have any of the originating facilities experienced contamination events, compliance issues, or
regulatory violations?

Financial Impacts, Incentives and the Big Picture

e How much revenue will EnergySolutions generate from this proposal? How much will be paid to
the State of Utah? How much will benefit Utahns, and how do these financial benefits compare to
the long-term environmental, public health, and liability risks borne by Utah and states through
which the waste will travel? How much funding is set aside for any accidents or proliferation
risks to Utah residents should an accident occur?

e Since EnergySolutions does business around the world, how likely are they to seek to import
from more foreign countries? How likely is it that waste from their numerous processors will
simply dispose here in the US? Has the larger vision of what is happening been realized and fully
considered?

Legal Liability and Hazardous Waste Oversight

e Because this waste is both radioactive and hazardous, who will bear liability under the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) during transport, treatment, and disposal? Has the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency approved the hazardous waste importation?

e  Who will be responsible for long-term liability in the event of contamination, releases, or
regulatory violations?

Transportation, Safety, and Emergency Preparedness

e Through which countries, provinces, states, and communities will the waste be transported; what
transportation modes and international points of entry will be used; and what advance
notification, emergency preparedness, and protections will be provided for communities along
transportation corridors?

e How much money and public notice will be provided to states through which the waste is
transported for safety, preparedness and assurances?

Tribal Consultation and Environmental Justice

e  Will shipments pass through or near Tribal lands, and if so, what tribal consultation has occurred
or is planned, particularly with the Skull Valley Goshute Tribe, given the facility’s proximity to
their reservation?



Please reject the proposal to import foreign-made nuclear power waste into our country.
Sincerely, the undersigned

The Healthy Environment Alliance of Utah (HEAL Utah)
Lexi Tuddenham, Executive Director

Salt Lake City, UT

lexi@healutah.org

Nuclear Information and Resource Service
Diane D'Arrigo, Radioactive Waste Director
Takoma Park, MD

dianed@nirs.org

Physicians for Social Responsibility
Brian Campbell, PhD, Executive Director
Washington, DC

Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility
Regna Merritt Co-President Board
Portland, OR

Washington Physicians for Social Responsibility
Sean Arent, Nuclear Weapons Abolition Program Manager
Seattle, WA

Oregon Conservancy Foundation
Cathryn Chudy, Board of Directors
Boring, OR

chudyca@gmail.com

Sierra Club of Utah
Ava Curtis, Executive Committee Member
Salt Lake City, UT

Sierra Club Washington State
Ben Avery, Director
Twisp, WA

Wyoming Outdoor Council
John Burrows, Energy and Climate Policy Director
Lander, WY



Columbia Riverkeeper
Simone Anter Senior Attorney & Hanford Program Director
Portland, OR

Heart of America Northwest
Gerry Pollet, Executive Director
Washington State

Northwest Environmental Advocates
Eugene Rosolie, Board Director
Portland, OR

Montana Environmental Information Center
Shannon James, Campaigns & Advocacy Director
Missoula, MT

Snake River Alliance
Leigh Ford, Executive Director
Boise, Idaho

Nuclear Free Hawaii
Lynda Williams
Hilo, Hawaii

Uranium Watch

Sarah Fields
sarah@uraniumwatch.org
Moab, UT

Living Rivers and Colorado Riverkeeper
John Weisheit, Director
Moab, UT

Greenaction for Health and Environmental Justice
Bradley Angel, Executive Director
Moab, UT

Oregon PeaceWorks
Mr. Peter Bergel
Salem, OR

pbergel@igc.org



Three Mile Island Alert.
Eric Epstein, Chairman
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
epstein@efmr.org

Canadian Coalition for Nuclear Responsibility
Dr. Gordon Edwards, PhD, President of CCNR
Montreal

cenr@web.ca

Beyond Nuclear

Kevin Kamps, Radioactive Waste Specialist
Takoma Park, MD
kevin@beyondnuclear.org

Northwatch

Brennain Lloyd, Project Coordinator
Northeastern Ontario
northwatch@northwatch.org

Friends of the Earth Canada
Beatrice Olivastri, CEO
Ottawa, Ontario

San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social Responsibility
Robert M. Gould, MD, President

San Francisco, CA

rmgould1@yahoo.com

Chesapeake Physicians for Social Responsibility
Dr. Gwen L. DuBois, President

Maryland

Gdubois@jhsph.edu

New York Physicians for Social Responsibility
Dr. Kathleen Nolan, President

New York, NY

psmyl@gmail.com

Montreal for a World BEYOND War
Cymry Gomery, Chapter coordinator
Montreal, Quebec



Peace River Environmental Society
Chairperson
Alberta, Canada

Port Hope Community Health Concerns Committee
Faye More, Chair

Ontario

Porthopehealthconcerns@pm.me

Council of Canadians

Robert Garthson, Cobourg, Ontario

Ken Collier, North Bay, Ontario

Ms. Rosemary Keenan, Peel Chapter, Ontario

ESS Consulting Hse

Simon J Daigle, B.Sc., M.Sc., M.Sc(A), Principal Consultant
Montreal

jsimondaigle@jicloud.com

Ontario Clean Air Alliance
Angela Bischoff, Director
Toronto, Ontario

Concerned Citizens of Renfrew County and Area
Dr. Ole Hendrickson, Researcher
Ottawa, Ontario

Citizens Against Radioactive Neighbourhoods
Ms. Jane Scott
Ontario

Coalition for Responsible Energy Development in New Brunswick (CRED-NB)
Susan O'Donnell, Spokesperson

Fredericton, New Brunswick

info@crednb.ca

Inter-church uranium committee educational co-operative (ICUCEC)
Linda Murphy, secretary-treasurer

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety

Stop SMRs Action
Gail Wylie
St Catharines Ontario



Joni Arends, Executive Director
Santa Fe, NM
cens@nuclearactive.org

Occupy Bergen County
Sally Jane Gellert
Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey

Los Angeles Alliance for Survival
Jerry Rubin, Director
Santa Monica, CA

Green Party of Ohio
Daryl Davis
Cleveland, OH

Citizens Awareness Network
Deb Katz, Executive Director
Shelburne Falls, MA
deb@nukebusters.org

Safe Energy Rights Group
Nancy Vann, President
Peekskill, NY

Western New York Drilling Defense
Dr. Charles Bowman

Buffalo, NY
candabowman@protonmail.com

Nuclear Free World Committee
Ms. Mavis Belisle

Dallas TX
justpeaced(@yahoo.com

Nukewatch
John La Forge, Co-director
Luck, WI

Nuclear Watch South

Joanne Sweeney, Glenn Carroll, Coordinator
Atlanta, GA

Info@nonukesyall.org



Coalition for a Nuclear Free Great Lakes
Michael J. Keegan, Chair
Monroe, Michigan / Windsor, Ontario

Portsmouth/Piketon Resident for Environmental Safety and Security (PRESS)
National Nuclear Workers for Justice (NNWJ)

Vina Colley, President, Founder

Ohio

veolley@earthlink.net

Don't Waste Michigan
Alice Hirt, Co-Chair
Holland, MI

San Antonio Bay Estuarine Waterkeeper
Diane Wilson, Executive Director
Seadrift, TX

wilsonalamobay@aol.com

Citizens Resistance at Fermi Two (CRAFT)
Jessie Collins, Co-chair

Redford, Michigan
shutdownfermi@gmail.com

Rockland Coalition of the New Jim Crow
Jacquelyn Drechsler, Co-Chair Environmental Committee
Valley Cottage, NY

Washtenaw350
Rita Mitchell, Co-Founder
Ann Arbor, MI

Hudson Valley Climate Science and Solutions
Manna Jo Greene, Ulster County Legislator
Rosendale, NY

Keep Indian Point Shut Down
Catherine F. Skopic

New York, New York
catherine.earthkeeper@gmail.com



Grassroots Environmental Education
Patricia Wood
Port Washington, NY

Nuclear Hotseat Podcast
Libbe HaLevy, Producer/Host
Los Angeles, CA
info@nuclearhotseat.com

Marshallese Educational Initiative
Benetick Kabua Maddison, Executive Director
Springdale, Arkansas

Tennessee Environmental Council
Jeffrey Barrie, Chief Executive Officer
Nashville, Tennessee

Unitarian Universalists for a Just Economic Community
Terry Lowman
Chicago, IL

Fukushima Fallout Awareness Network
Kimberly Roberson
San Francisco

United for Safe Energy
Tina Bongar
tina@bongarbiz.com
Peekskill, NY

Don’t Dump on Us

Gina Doyle

Piketon, OH

doyleginal 57@gmail.com

Ohio Nuclear Free Network
Patricia Marida, coordinator
Toledo, OH

info@onfn.org

Texas Nuclear Watchdogs
Karen Hadden
Austin, Texas



Westchester for Change

Susan Van Dolsen, Co-organizer
Rye, NY
svandolsen@gmail.com

Stop the Algonquin Pipeline Expansion (SAPE)
Suzannah Glidden, Co-founder
North Salem NY 10560

San Luis Obispo Mothers for Peace
Jill ZamEk
San Luis Obispo, CA

Tri-Valley CAREs (Communities Against a Radioactive Environment)
Marylia Kelley, Senior Advisor

Livermore, CA

marylia@trivalleycares.org

Roots to Resilience
Velma Campbell, MD, MPH
Pueblo, CO

NYPAN environmental committee
Mary Finneran, Chair
New York State

Citizens' Resistance at Fermi Two (CRAFT)
Jesse Deer In Water, Organizer

Redford, MI

shutdownfermi@gmail.com

Don't Waste New York
Gary Michael
Cincinnatus, NY

Council on Intelligent Energy & Conservation Policy
Michel Lee, Chair
Scarsdale, NY

Ottawa Raging Grannies

Dr. Martha Ruben, M.D., Ph.D.
Ottawa, Ontario
martha.ruben@sympatico.ca



LEAF of Hudson Valley
Susan Hito, Director
Nanuet, NY

Sauvons La Falaise St-Jacques
David Gamper
Montreal, Canada

A Call to Actions
Mr. Bobby Vaughn Jr.
Westlake, OH

ECAN-Erwin Citizens Awareness Network, Inc.
Linda Modica, President
Jonesborough, TN

Grassrootsep
Stephen Caruso Co-Convenor
Pataskala, Ohio

Pax Christi Toronto
Sr. Mary-Ellen Francoeur, Teacher of Peace
Toronto, Ontario

Western Nebraska Resources Council
Mr. Buffalo Bruce, Staff Ecologist
Chadron, Nebraska
buffalobrucel@gmail.com

Ontario Climate Emergency Campaign
Ms. Joyce Hall, Co-chair
Ontario




